LLOYD GEORGE:  1863-1914                               ng
uniformity which lay behind them, dating back to the reigns
of the first Tudor sovereigns, were felt to constitute an
affront to the Welsh nation as it was in 1892. And when it
is borne in mind dint it was a Welsh bishop who used the
offensive expression, it becomes obvious why the Anglican
Church should have come to be regarded as by far the most
powerful enemy of Welsh Nationalism. The English
Government was situated at a distance, and would in any
case exercise hostility only now and again; but the Church
was present in the midst, cveiy rectory and vicarage, not to
mention bishops' palaces, being alien fortresses from which
radiated all those foreign influences which had fur so long
been sapping the vitality of the Welsh spirit,
Lloyd George's position was consistent throughout; Wales
was Welsh first, and Liberal second; and the duty of its
Parliamentary representatives was to hold a pistol to the
head of all Governments indifferently, and to compel them
to acknowledge the claims of the Principality. ! Ic strongly
suspected that the Liberal leaders, from Gladstone down, had
no serious intention of dealing practically with these claims;
and with regard to Gladstone, in particular! he refused to
believe that so ardent a Churchman, despite his Irish Church
policy, could have any real desire to disestablish and dis-
endow the Church in Wales.
The better to further the interests of Wales, an organisa-
tion called Cymru Fydd (" Wales-to-be" or " Young
Wales11) was founded* Its programme comprised Dis-
establishment and Disendowment, Land Reform, Control
of the Liquor Traffic, Education, and Local Self-Govern-
ment. A periodical began to be published, called ftwg
Wales, under the editorship of John Hugh Edwards, to
propagate this progressive gospel* and branches of the
organisation were established all over Wales. Many of the
older generation of Welsh Liberals frowned upon ttase